SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER 
2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


THE DATE FOR THE 2021 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION 
SCOUTS SA RECOGNISE AMATEUR RADIO 

and 

CONTEST AND CLUB NEWS 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin this bulletin this morning with the news of a silent key: 


It was with deep regret that we announce that the key of Henk Toxopeus, 
ZS1ACD went silent on Friday 6 November 2020 after being ill for some time. 


We extend our sincere condolences to his wife Margareta, ZS1TOX, family and 
friends. 


PAUSE 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE DATE FOR THE 2021 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION 


The Council, at its meeting on 5 November, determined that the 2021 SARL 
National Convention will be held on Friday 16 and Saturday 17 April 2021 at a 
venue to be arranged by the Sandton ARC. 


Members are invited to submit motions for discussion at the 2021 AGM, to 
nominate their fellow radio amateurs for SARL Awards and Trophies and to 
nominate at least five radio amateurs to serve on Council for the next two years. 


The relevant documents are available on the League website, please follow the 
link from the front page. 


Members are also invited to submit proposals for Papers for the 2021 SARL 
Symposium on 16 April 2021. Send your proposals to secretary @Qsarl.org.za. 


THE DRAFT 2021 BLUE BOOK IS READY FOR A FINAL CHECK 


The 2021 Blue Book has been updated and is ready for a final check before 
it is published ready for the 2021 contest year. The PDF document can be 
downloaded from the League web site, please send your comments to contest@ 
sarl.org.za by Wednesday 18 November 2020. 


SCOUTS SA RECOGNISE AMATEUR RADIO 


Richard Hooper, ZS6RKE has informed the SARL that Scouts SA have finally 
added the Amateur Radio Operator Badge to the Scout Interest Badges and 
Challenge Awards. A Scout holding the Class B licence will be awarded the 
Amateur Radio Operator Interest Badge, while a Scout holding a Class A licence 
will be award Amateur Radio Operator Challenge Badge. Adult Leaders holding 
radio amateur licences will also receive recognition. 


Nico van Rensburg, ZS6QL thanked Richard, ZS6RKE, Brian, ZS6BV and Den- 
nis, ZS4BS for the valuable feedback on the badge requirements they provided. 
It has taken more than 7 years to get the amateur radio operators badge into 
the Scout Programme. It is hoped that more young people will be attracted to 
amateur radio through Scouting. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
CONTEST NEWS 


The second leg of the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest will run from 12:00 
UTC on Saturday 14 November to 08:00 UTC on Sunday 15 November 2020. 
CW, SSB and FM activity takes place on 6, 4 and 2 metres as well as on 
70 and 23 cm and above. The exchange is a RS report and the full six-digit 
Maidenhead locator. You can participate as a Single Operator, a Multi operator, 
a Portable/Field Station, a Limited 4 Hour or FM Only station. 


The sixth leg of the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint is on the air from 17:00 
to 18:00 UTC on Wednesday 18 November. The exchange is a RS or RST report 
and a four-digit grid locator. You earn 2 points per QSO and 2 points per new 
grid square worked. 


Find the rules for the two contests on pages 46 and 64 of the 2020 Blue Book. 


The AWA Valve QSO Party was held over the weekend of 3 and 4 November 
with AM and SSB being the modes of operation. The QSO party was well 
attended and there were many stations taking part, but very few logs were 
submitted. Again, the use of a hybrid or all valve radio proved to be the way to 
go in both categories. Band conditions always tend to be a factor too and with 
the majority of call signs coming from Divisions 1 and 6, it was the outlying 


stations that scored the most QSOs. Who knows, maybe once we see an upturn 
in band conditions there may be more stations that will come and join in the 
fun. 


Sixteen stations participated in the AM category and only 3 logs were submitted 
while 36 stations participated in the SSB category, with 4 logs submitted. 


AM section 

1st Andre Botes, ZS2ACP 

2nd Jerry van Zijl, ZS2TL 

SSB Section 

1st Andre Botes, ZS2ACP 

2nd Jerry van Zijl, ZS2TL 

3'¢ Theunis Potgieter, ZS2EC 

Congratulations to the winners and thanks to all for taking part. 
CLUB NEWS 


The Annual General Meeting of the Johannesburg Amateur Radio Club was 
held on Saturday 24 October 2020. During this meeting, the following members 
were elected to serve on the committee for the year 2020/2021: 


Chairman: Kobie van Zyl, ZS6KVZ 

Vice Chairman: Errol de Lange, ZS6KED 

Secretary: David le Grange, ZR6DLG 

Treasurer: Steven Baynes, ZS6XU 

HF assessor and RAE coordinator: Graham McNally, ZS6GPM 
Facilities coordinator: Ronald Verweerdt, ZS6RVC 


The Annual General Meeting of the West Rand Amateur Radio Club was held 
on Saturday 31 October 2020 and the following members were elected to the 
committee. 


Chairman: Phillip van Tonder, ZS6PVT 

Vice Chairman: Anthony Rouquette, ZS6ANT 
Secretary: Beverley van Tonder, ZR6BVT 
Treasurer: Gert du Plessis, ZR6GRT 
Technical: Nic Van Duffelen, ZR6AEZ 

RAE: Stephen Reynolds, ZS6SJR, 


Members: Wynand Nel, ZS6WY; Vaugh le Roux, ZS6VLR; Danie Schnetler, 
ZS6DPS; Dinie Schnetler, ZS6DNI; Jack Kotze, ZS6JJK; Veronica Kotze, 
ZR6TVK; Nick Dreyer, ZSIN and Willem Weideman, ZS6X. 


We wish these two new committees all the best in their newly elected roles in 
serving the Clubs and members in the year ahead. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low to moderate levels. There is currently a single sunspot region with a simple 
magnetic configuration visible. Some C-class solar flaring may be produced by 
this sunspot. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected 
effective sunspot number for the week will be around twenty two. The 12 to 30 
m bands will, especially during the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. 
10 m may also have some pleasant surprises in store. Please visit the website 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events (please check with the organisers if 
the event is still on the calendar) 


11 November — Remembrance Day 
14 November — the Overberg ARC AGM and AWA meeting in Stanford 
14 and 15 November — the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest 


18 November — the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint and the closing date for 
comments on the 2021 Blue Book 


21 November — the SARL Newbie Party 


28 November — the West Rand Flea Market and the Cape Town Amateur Radio 
Centre end of year function 


28 and 29 November — the CQ WW DX CW Contest 

1 December — the start of the YOTA Month 

5 December — the December RAE and the SARL 95 40 m Club Sprint 
12 and 13 December — the ARRL 10 m Contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The Council, at its meeting on 5 November, determined that the 2021 SARL 
National Convention will be held on Friday 16 and Saturday 17 April 2021. 
Members are invited to submit motions for discussion at the 2021 AGM, to 
nominate their fellow radio amateurs for SARL Awards and Trophies and to 
nominate at least five radio amateurs to serve on Council for the next two years. 
And to submit proposals for Papers for the SARL Symposium. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on VHF and 
UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by courtesy of 
Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday 
evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, edited 
by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


